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Senator Hardiman supports Senate passage of cervical cancer vaccine legislation 
 
Lansing - Senator Bill Hardiman (R-Kentwood) voted today to strengthen the role of parents in 
decision making for 6th grade girls to receive vaccines for the human papilloma virus (HPV).  
HPV is a key indicator of cervical cancer.   
 
Senate Bills 1416 and 1417 require a vaccine for HPV to be added to the immunization schedule 
for Michigan’s schools and academies.   
 
“When we mention the word "cancer," for many of us, it sends a horrible feeling to our emotions 
because we have been touched by this awful condition,” said Hardiman. “If there are ways that 
we can prevent cervical cancer in women, we certainly want to do that.” 
 
The Senate’s efforts come after the recent FDA approval of an HPV vaccine for girls and women 
aged 9 through 26. The federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommended 
routine vaccination in girls aged 11 and 12 and, as appropriate, for the other approved age 
groups.   
 
“Cancer is a terrible disease.  Cervical cancer is the second leading cancer afflicting women, and 
it robs thousands of women of their lives each year,” said Hardiman. “The damage to these 
women and their families is heartbreaking, and we need to ensure we are doing what we can to 
prevent future cases.” 
 
Hardiman did express initial concern about the bills including the issue of parental consent for 
the treatment and due to the nature of the condition being treated, he suggested there be a proper 
message sent along with that.   
 
Floor amendments were offered and adopted to address concerns of parents being able to decide 
what was best for their daughters, and for all families to receive sound and accurate health 
information on the disease and the vaccine.  
 
With the amendment changes, Senator Hardiman voiced his support for this legislation, which 
now moves to the House of Representatives for consideration. 
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